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Synopsis

The first book in the acclaimed Ready-to-Read series from Newbery Medalist Cynthia Rylant
featuring Henry and his lovable 180-pound dog, Mudge.Henry, feeling lonely on a street without any

other children, finds companionship and love in a big dog named Mudge.
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Customer Reviews

As of this writing, there are some 20+ Henry & Mug books, each one a small masterpiece. However,
this is the one that started it allllEverything great or small has it's beginning, and in the beginning of
THIS book, which begins, in turn, the whole series, we meet our hero, Henry. Henry lives with mom
and dad, but he really doesn’t have any friends. No other children live on his block, he doesn’t have
any brothers or sisters. So, he asks for a dog. That dog is Mudge who swiftly goes from a teeny,
handful-sized puppy to the 180-pound pooch we know and love through the rest of the series.What
makes H&M books so wonderful are the bright, simple illustrations that mirror the text and the easy
realism of Mudge the dog. Unlike other fictional dogs, Mudge doesn’t talk, walk about on his hind
legs or save the universe: he is just a big, happy, loving pooch who, like dogs everywhere, is totally
dedicated to his pal, Henry. He’s like a real dog... a real BIG dog, but a real dog nonetheless. He

falls asleep when he’s bored, he follows Henry everywhere and is unhappy when Henry’s not



around, and occasionally he eats things he’s not supposed to. Practically any child would love to
have a companion like Mudge.H&M are one of those rare types of books that easily fall between two
categories: picture books and chapter books. They’re well illustrated and the text is simple and easy
to read, but the story is also divided up into chapters (usually three). This makes these books
perfect for young readers who may feel that they are starting to move beyond picture books but may

not be ready for full-blown chapter books with little or no illustrations.
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